Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 VAT .LET 00738 161357 Z 
44 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 

NEA-10 G AC-01 TRSE-00 MBFR-03 SAJ-01 AID-20 EB-11 

NIC-01 CU-04 STR-08 COME-OO ACDA-19 /170 W 

080190 

R 161030 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY VAT, LETT A 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4188 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION NATO 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0738 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MT, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR DEPARTS 

REF: VALLETTA 0726 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR SMIRNOVSKY DEPARTED APRIL 15 AFTER ROUND 
OF FAREWELL CALLS ON PM AND CABINET MINISTERS. 

2. ON HIS DEPARTURE, SMIRNOVSKY TOLD PRESS THAT CURRENT USSR 
MALTA CONTACTS WOULD LEAD TO TRADE AND CULTURAL AGREEMENTS; 
THAT USSR HAD AGREED TO SUPPLY CEMENT TO MALTA FOR ONE YEAR ( NO 
AMOUNT SPECIFIED); AND THAT CONTACTS ON ISSUE OF ESTABLISHING 

A SOVIET EMBASSY IN MALTA WOULD CONTINUE. 

3. COMMENT: AT GO VGEN' S ANNUAL DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION APRIL 1 4, 
SMIRNOVSKY TOLD DATT THAT SOVIETS NOT REALLY PRESSING FOR 
EMBASSY. THIRD SECRETARY SOLOVIEV LATER ADDED IN DISGRUNTLED 
TONE THAT " THEY ( THE MALTESE) WANT US TO DO ALL SORTS OF THINGS 
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FOR THEM FROM A THOUSAND MILES AWAY." THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN 
EXPORTING CEMENT TO MALTA FOR YEARS, AND MALTA DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING FOR INCREASED AMOUNTS IN 
ORDER KEEP LOCAL CEMENT COSTS DOWN. GETZ 
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